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aryk most influenced by Brentano and Goethe, by the Czech awakeners 
Palacky¥ and Havli¢ek, by Tolstoi and Dostoyevski. ‘““Masaryk himself 
would certainly add, by his wife, Charlotte Garrigue Masaryk” — an 
American with a keen and sensitive mind, whose unflinching character 
had the deepest effect upon him. 

The author follows Masaryk through his publications covering wide 
fields of sociology, philosophical criticism, and the philosophical study 
of literature, culture and public life of nations like Russia, England and 
the United States. His critical evaluation of Plato, Hume, Kant, Comte 
and a score of others soon built up his own Humanitarian philosophy. 
His first work, Suicide as a Social Problem of Modern Civilization (1881), 
stirred Europe. His Czech Question (1895) challenged the Habsburg 
Empire. His Philosophical and Sociological Bases of Marxism (1899), 
Critical Logic (1887), Modern Man and Religion (1897), Ideals of Hu- 
manity (1902) were purely philosophical. His Spirit of Russia (1913) 
marked Masaryk as the most profound student of Russian thought 
before the World War. 

Masaryk’s own religious faith and his studies of religious thought are 
tremendously revealing. He was also deeply swayed by art, and lectured 
on Art in Life, even on Poetry and Politics— another proof of his 
versatility and his zeal in examining all phases of man’s life. 

T. G. Masaryk’s genius was his brilliant understanding and evaluation 
of the ideas which lead mankind and his application of them in freeing a 
nation and building a young republic. It was in this practical application 
that he differed from most philosophers, and Dr. Warren’s study of both 
the democratic philosphy and its application fills a long-felt need. 

BRACKETT LEWIS, 
New York City. 


A CZECH STUDY OF ECONOMIC WAR 


ANTON{N Bascu, The New Economic Warfare (New York: Columbia University Press, 
1941). Pp. xvi+190. $1.75. 


THIS BOOK, based on a series of lectures delivered at Columbia Uni- 
versity in the summer of 1941, is a compact and stimulating analysis of 
the economic impact and significance of the present European war. Its 
title is somewhat misleading. To the present reviewer, economic wartare 
connotes the offensive measures which one state directs at the economy 
of another, or, per contra, the protective devices utilized as insulation 
against the economic assaults directed against it. Dr. Basch does give 
some attention to this aspect of his general problem. The first chapter, 
for example, describes in broad outline the subtle and ingenious means 
whereby Germany attempted to detach the economies of the Balkan and 
Danubian states from the world market and to attach them to her own. 
Such forms of economic warfare proper antedate the outbreak of military 
hostilities. They go back at least to 1933, and Dr. Basch quite properly 
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places them in the setting of economic disequilibrium created by the last 
war and exacerbated by the world depression. 

But the author’s main concern is a larger one within which the former 
is included. The book really analyzes the new economics of war, by 
which is meant the technique of economic mobilization, the redirection 
of national energies and resources from peacetime to wartime purposes, 
and the progressive impact of total war upon a national economy. In this 
respect, the peculiar interest of the book hes not so much in the general 
outline of war economics, with which most economists are familiar, as in 
the wealth of detail from German and central European sources, in the 
differences of approach and emphasis discernible in the war economies of 
the various powers, and in the novelty of technique and objective char- 
acteristic of the present war. 

The world has moved far from the summer of 1914 when Imperial 
Germany counted the treasure at Spandau as part of its potentiel de 
guerre, and economists and statesmen were convinced of the financial 
impossibility of a long war. What was stored before the outbreak of the 
Hitlerian war was not “‘treasure,’’ but commodities; and, if anything has | 
become clear by now, it is the wholly subservient character of mere 
financial considerations. The ultimate extreme of the new economics of 
war is very simple: the payment of individual incomes more or less re- 
gardless of work performed; the direction of individual services into neces- 
sary activities regardless of remuneration; and the strictest control over 
the distribution of goods. The fact that no nation has reached this 
extreme does not conceal its essentially totalitarian character. The in- 
stinctive recognition of this is usually alleged as the reason for democratic 
dilatoriness in meeting the German threat. The tantalizingly brief de- 
scription (pp. 27-28) of Czechoslovakian defense measures from as far 
back as 1936 suggests that a democracy need not necessarily extinguish 
itself in self-defense. Dr. Basch does no more than skirt the point, but his 
discussion does imply that inertia and myopia rather than organic com- 
parative inefficiency explain the delay in democratic counter-mobilization 
The Germans talk in terms of Wehrwirtschaft; Anglo-Saxons, following 
the French, are still prone to place their faith in potentiel de guerre, as if 
some alchemy of events would suffice to quicken the potential with life. 

The book closes with a chapter on the transition from war back to 
peace. An exposure of the implications of the New Order is followed by 
an interesting discussion of the possibilities of democratic reconstruction. 
It is unfair to expect more extended treatment of a topic beyond the 
scope of the author’s general subject, but the suggestiveness of the final 
chapter leads the reviewer to hope that sometime Dr. Basch. will expand 
the outline here sketched out. 

The book is well- “arranged and well-documented; and for so compact 
and meaty an peed yy: it is exceptionally readable. 

GEORGE P. ADAMS, JR., 
Cornell University. 
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